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Neuilly and following the Champs Elysees into the heart of
the city.
The Parisians stand grimly on the curb as Germans march
through their boulevards for the first time since 1871. It is
the ninth recorded invasion of Paris. Only a third of the citi-
zens remain. Shops are closed and shuttered. The police and
civil guards remain on duty but surrender their arms.
In Berlin the fall of Paris provokes scenes of wild rejoicing*.
On Chancellor Hitler's orders church bells are rung and the
Nazi flag is ordered displayed for three days. Berlin describes
the event as "catastrophic" morally and economically for the
French and says it completes the second phase of the war. The
first was the Battle of Flanders. The third will be the pursuit
and "final destruction'5 of all the French forces.
The major objective of the Germans in this third and "final"
phase of the war is evidently going to be to turn the flank of
the Maginot Line by pressing straight south from the Argonne
through Champagne. Montm^dy, westernmost fort of the
Line, has already been taken; and the German advance now
reaches Vitry-le-Frangois, threatening Verdun and Nancy. They
also open an artillery attack on the Maginot Line in the region
of the Saar. On the Channel they claim to be in Havre and to
be advancing down the coast towards Cherbourg.
The French High Command says Paris was abandoned be-
cause there was no valid strategic reason why it should be
defended and in order to avoid its destruction. The comrnuni-
qu6 says that the French Army is retreating in good order.
Military circles admit that the rapid German advance in